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RESERVATIONS & SEATING POLICY

All seats must be reserved in advance, unless otherwise noted, at dceff.org. This includes all patrons who are members of our Friends of the 
Festival program. A name badge does not guarantee a seat.

You MUST arrive 15 minutes before the posted show time to guarantee your seat. Patrons with tickets/reservations will be asked to join the 
RESERVED line, which is prioritized. All empty seats are released at the discretion of staff.

Patrons without reservations will be asked to join the STANDBY line. Once the Reserved line has entered the theater, remaining seats will 
be awarded to patrons in the Standby line on a space-available basis. 

WELCOME TO THE 28TH ENVIRONMENTAL 
FILM FESTIVAL

In her “Letter to a Young Climate Activist on the First Day of the New Decade,”
Rebecca Solnit writes, “Climate chaos is the worst thing human beings have
brought upon themselves and the earth, and we are just beginning to see its
impact.” She continues, however, “If you look harder at the natural world you
can see that human beings are capable of change, and that environmental
victories are all around us.”

It is in this spirit of resolve, hopefulness, and ingenuity that we present the  
28th Environmental Film Festival in the Nation’s Capital. Our planet faces 
enormous challenges, and the Festival is committed to continuing to showcase 
the work of filmmakers around the world who are documenting endless crises, 
but also seeking out solutions and building communities. 

More than 160 films at over 25 venues add up to a varied and fascinating 
landscape available nowhere else and to one of our strongest and most 
compelling programs yet. With such a wide variety of films at the Festival, 
including more than 40 world premieres, it is easy to be inspired by so many who 
are working every day to effect change all around the world and across so many 
crucial sectors. With stories ranging from the intimate to the global and each with 
a compelling vision, film continues to offer a unique access point to these singular 
perspectives and shared concerns. 

The Festival opens with Beverly and Dereck Joubert’s Okavango: River of Dreams, 
a hymn to biodiversity and the recipient of the 2020 Shared Earth Foundation 
Award for Advocacy. This year’s Partner Showcases offer a galvanizing array 
of storytelling, consistently reinforced by a fierce commitment to the planet. 
Our Closing Night presentation celebrates one of the world’s most beloved 
primatologists and anthropologists, Jane Goodall. As our world premiere screening 
of Jane Goodall: The Hope eloquently attests, she remains a tireless and 
undaunted activist. 

The Board, staff, and I deeply appreciate the volunteers, sponsors, donors,
and venue partners who make the Festival an unforgettable experience, year 
after year. We are grateful to every one of you in this dynamic and determined 
community. Thank you for being part of the Environmental Film Festival in the 
Nation’s Capital!

 

      Christopher Head

      Executive Director

P.S. I encourage you to become a Friend of the Festival or to make an outright gift today. 
Visit dceff.org/donate to find out how supporters like you make a difference. 

Environmental Film Festival:

 Advancing Understanding. Inspring 

Action.

THE LARGEST GREEN FILM FESTIVAL IN THE WORLD  
& THE LONGEST-RUNNING IN THE UNITED STATES
We are the world’s premier showcase of environmentally themed films. Since 1993 our mission  
has been to celebrate Earth and inspire understanding and stewardship of the environment 
through the power of film. Each March in Washington, D.C., we present 100+ films to audiences 
throughout the city, along with filmmaker and topical discussions. 

            2017   D.C. Mayor's Arts Award for Excellence in the Creative Industries

            2019   Best Film Festival in D.C., Washington City Paper (Readers' Pick) 

DCEFF.ORG

                                                                                                                      
dceff_org                 dceff_org            dceff.org   

160+ FILMS | 130+ PREMIERES | 35+ COUNTRIES | 25+ VENUES
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SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
OPENING NIGHT

AWARD WINNER: SHARED EARTH FOUNDATION  
AWARD FOR ADVOCACY

Established for the 2014 Festival, the Shared Earth Foundation Award  
for Advocacy recognizes a film that inspires advocacy in response to  
a compelling environmental challenge. The award includes a $10,000 
cash prize.

Okavango: River of Dreams 
 (Botswana, 2020, 94 min.) ● 

Directed by Beverly Joubert, Dereck Joubert

The Okavango in Southern Africa’s Botswana is one of the greatest rivers 
on Earth. It starts in the mountains of Angola, but unlike normal rivers, its 
waters don’t run toward the ocean. Instead, the Okavango flows inland 
through Angola and into Botswana–only to vanish completely in the 
Kalahari desert, after a journey of 1,500 kilometers. Lions and leopards, 
elephants and hippos, warthogs and crocodiles, painted dogs, bush 
babies, and many more, all thrive and survive here. FIlmmakers and 
National Geographic Explorers at Large Dereck and Beverly Joubert 
have created an utterly breathtaking example of visual storytelling with 
rich clarity. Each dazzling closeup of the exotic flora and fauna is truly 
remarkable, as is the narration by Dereck Joubert himself, accompanying 
the stunning images. 

D.C. Premiere | Thurs., March 12, 7:00 p.m. | National Geographic 
Society

$35 | Post-screening discussion with Beverly Joubert (co-director) and 
Dereck Joubert (co-director) | Opening night party follows | VR available

Tickets limited. Please visit DCEFF.ORG for availability and more 
information.

Encore Presentation | Sun., March 22, 6:00 p.m. | The Naval Heritage 
Center

$10

AWARD WINNER: HAUSMAN FOUNDATION  
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AWARD FOR BEST  
INTERNATIONAL FILM

This award from the Hausman Foundation for the Environment highlights 
an internationally produced film that focuses on an environmental issue 
relevant to our times. The award includes a $5,000 cash prize.

 
Sea of Shadows  (Austria, 2019, 104 min.)

Directed by Richard Ladkani

Co-presented with the Austrian Cultural Forum Washington, the Embassy 
of Italy and the Italian Cultural Institute in Washington, D.C.
A looming disaster in one of the most spectacular environments  
on Earth sparks a rescue mission unlike any other. When Mexican 
drug cartels and Chinese traffickers join forces to poach the rare 
totoaba fish in the Sea of Cortez, their deadly methods threaten 
to destroy virtually all marine life in the region, including the most 
elusive and endangered whale species on Earth, the vaquita porpoise. 
Sea of Shadows follows a team of dedicated scientists, high-tech 
conservationists, investigative journalists, and courageous undercover 
agents as well as the Mexican Navy as they put their lives on the line 
to save the last remaining vaquitas and bring the vicious international 
crime syndicate to justice. This riveting new documentary from 
National Geographic Documentary Films won the Sundance Audience 
Award for World Cinema Documentary.

Fri., March 13, 7:00 p.m. | Carnegie Institution for Science  

Free, reservations required | Post-screening discussion

Encore Presentation | Sun., March 22, 4:00 p.m. | The Naval Heritage 
Center

Free, reservations required
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AWARD WINNER: WILLIAM W. WARNER BEAUTIFUL  
SWIMMERS AWARD

Established in memory of William Warner by the Warner/Kaempfer 
family for the 2015 Festival, the William W. Warner Beautiful 
Swimmers Award recognizes a film that reflects a spirit of reverence 
for the natural world. William Warner was the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author of Beautiful Swimmers, a study of crabs and watermen in the 
Chesapeake Bay. The award includes a $10,000 cash prize.

The Cordillera of Dreams 
(France/Chile, 2019, 85 min.)

Directed by Patricio Guzmán

Winner of the Best Documentary award at the Cannes Film Festival, 
master filmmaker Patricio Guzmán’s The Cordillera of Dreams 
completes his trilogy (with Nostalgia for the Light and The Pearl 
Button) investigating the relationship between historical memory, 
political trauma, and geography in his native country of Chile. This 
film centers on the imposing landscape of the Andes that runs 
the length of the country’s eastern border. At once protective and 
isolating, magisterial and indifferent, the Cordillera serves as an 
enigmatic focal point around which Guzmán contemplates the 
enduring legacy of the 1973 military coup d’état.

This film is part of a three-film retrospective along with the two 
earlier films in the trilogy: Nostalgia for the Light (p. 21) and The 
Pearl Button (p. 23).

Weds., March 18, 7:00 p.m. | National Geographic Society 
$10 | Post-screening discussion | Reception follows

Encore Presentation | Co-presented with the AFI Silver Theatre 
and Cultural Center | Sat., March 21, 3:00 p.m. | AFI Silver Theatre 
and Cultural Center

$13

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

AWARD WINNER: THE ERIC MOE AWARD FOR BEST  
SHORT ON SUSTAINABILITY

Established for the 2014 Festival by Julia and Richard Moe in 
memory of their son, Eric, to honor his strong interest in film and his 
commitment to sustainability, the Eric Moe Award for Best Short on 
Sustainability recognizes a short film for its inventive solutions to 
balancing the needs of humans and nature. The award includes a 
$5,000 cash prize.

Uniontown (USA, 2019, 16 min.)

Directed by Fraser Jones

This film weaves together the unheard individual narratives of 
grassroots organizers in Uniontown, Alabama, as they fight to take 
the town back from the hands of industrial polluters and complacent 
politicians in the midst of a high-stakes local election.

 

D.C. Premiere | Mon., March 16, 7:00 p.m. | National Geographic 
Society

$10 | Post-screening discussion with Fraser Jones (director, 
Uniontown), Katie Schuler (director, Where Life Begins), Allison Otto 
(co-director, The Love Bugs), Max Lowe (director, Bare Existence), 
Esther Calhoun (Former President, Black Belt Citizens)

  Encore Presentation | Sun., March 22, 2:00 p.m. | The Naval     
  Heritage Center

$10

CLOSING NIGHT 

Presented by the Reva and David Logan Foundation 

Jane Goodall: The Hope (USA, 2020, 88 min.) ●  

Directed by Elizabeth Leiter, Kim Woodard

Jane Goodall: The Hope celebrates the vast legacy of Dr. Jane 
Goodall’s four decades of advocacy work for chimpanzees and 
depicts the next chapter for generations to come. Picking up where 
National Geographic Documentary Films’ 2017 award-winning Jane 
left off, the special follows Dr. Goodall throughout her robust travels, 
capturing her relentless commitment and determination to spread  
a message of hope. The film offers an intimate perspective of  
Dr. Goodall’s pivotal transformation from scientist to inspirational 
activist and shows the harrowing obstacles she has faced throughout 
her remarkable career. Featuring an extensive collection of 
photographs and footage that spans over seven decades, the 
documentary illustrates how Dr. Goodall’s passion for wildlife and 
unshakable drive have persevered, making her one of the most 
important figures in wildlife conservation and galvanizing a future 
generation to create lasting change.

World Premiere | Sat., March 21, 7:00 p.m. | National Geographic 
Society  

$35  | Post-screening discussion | Closing Night party follows– 
VR available

Tickets & Updates: dceff.org |      Female director
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FEATURE FILMS

FEATURE FILMS
28TH ANNUAL ENVIRONMENTAL FILM FESTIVAL

Anbessa (Italy/Ethiopia, 2019, 86 min.)  ●

Directed by Mo Scarpelli

Co-presented with the New African Film Festival and the AFI Silver Theatre and  
Cultural Center
A young boy displaced by a massive condominium complex creates his own reality  
in which, as a lion (anbessa), he can face the forces beyond his control.

D.C. Premiere | Mon., March 16, 7:15 p.m. | AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center

$13

Artifishal  (USA, 2019, 79 min.)

Directed by Josh Murphy

Focusing on people, rivers, and the fight for the future of wild fish and the environment 
that supports them, Artifishal explores wild salmon’s slide towards extinction, threats 
posed by hatcheries and fish farms, and our continued loss of faith in nature. Salmon 
have long been an icon of wild, but in our rush to meet demand and mask the larger 
root environmental issues, we’ve forgotten the true value of wild. Ultimately, the film sets 
two ideologies at odds: those who embrace the power of nature to heal and those who 
believe in a world that requires our continued attempts to control nature. Wild salmon 
have been an integral part of the northern coastal ecosystem for thousands of years, but 
due to the impacts of human development, they have been extirpated in 40 percent of 
their historical range in just the last 150 years. They have been extensively listed under 
the federal Endangered Species Act, but despite billions of dollars spent on recovery, 
they continue to decline.

D.C. Premiere | Sat., March 14, 4:00 p.m. | The Naval Heritage Center

$10 

Barefoot: The Mark Baumer Story (USA, 2019, 87 min.)  ●

Directed by Julie Sokolow

Writer and activist Mark Baumer walked barefoot for over 100 days to protest climate 
change. In a voice The New Yorker praised as “reminiscent of Andy Kaufman,” Baumer 
narrates his walk in self-recorded videos, sharing his offbeat take on life and how we all 
can make a difference.

D.C. Premiere | Sun., March 15, 7:00 p.m. | E Street Cinema

$10 | Post-screening discussion

Breaking Their Silence: Women on  
the Frontline of the Poaching War (USA, 2019, 110 min.)  ●

Directed by Kerry David

Co-presented with the Smithsonian National Zoological Park
The complex world of wildlife trafficking is viewed through a feminine lens in this 
thorough exploration of the emotional toll that poaching and wildlife crime are having 
on the courageous women fighting on the front lines. Filmmaker Kerry David and her 
dedicated crew pursue a passion that takes them from the United States to Africa and 
Asia. Breaking Their Silence shines a bright and inspiring light on their intelligence, 
compassion, strength, and tenacity as these women face and conquer seemingly 
insurmountable odds. 

D.C. Premiere | Sat., March 14, 1:00 p.m. | National Zoo

Free, reservations required

Collodion: The Process of Preservation (USA, 2020, 76 min.)

Directed by Eric Overton

Co-presented with the U.S. Department of the Interior
The lens of photographer and physician Eric Overton captures a fearless and 
uncommonly vulnerable self-portrait of American wilderness, our relationship to each 
other, and the possibility that nature itself may be all we need to find common ground. 
Following a series of conversations and interviews, the film asks, “What happens when 
all we are left with is a photograph?” It is a reminder of the fragility of art, of nature, 
and the need to ask ourselves questions. Collodion ends as Overton’s son begins to 
photograph landscapes with an innate sense of wonder and exploration. This is where 
self-discovery becomes legacy. It is a transformation not of political achievements, or 
battles won (though they must be fought), but an achievement of what wilderness offers 
so effortlessly: simplicity, connection, curiosity, and presence.

World Premiere | Fri., March 20, 6:30 p.m. | U.S. Department of the Interior

Free, reservations required | Post-screening discussion
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The Condor & The Eagle (USA, 2019, 82 min.)  ●

Directed by Clement Guerra, Sophie Guerra

Four Indigenous environmental leaders embark on an extraordinary transcontinental 
adventure from the Canadian plains to deep in the heart of the Amazonian jungle to unite 
the peoples of North and South America and deepen the meaning of “climate justice.” 
The Condor & The Eagle offers a glimpse into a developing spiritual renaissance as the 
film’s four protagonists learn from each other’s long legacy of resistance to colonialism 
and its extractive economy. Their path through the jungle takes them on an unexpectedly 
challenging and liberating journey, which will forever change their attachment to the Earth 
and one another.

PRECEDED BY

L'Eau Est La Vie: From Standing Rock to the Swamp  (USA, 2019, 24 min.)

Directed by Sam Vinal

On the banks of Louisiana, fierce Indigenous women are ready to fight–to stop the 
corporate blacksnake and preserve their way of life. They are risking everything to 
protect Mother Earth from the predatory fossil fuel companies that seek to poison it.

D.C. Premiere

Sat., March 21, 3:00 p.m. | Eaton DC

Free, reservations required | Post-screening discussion with Clement Guerra (co-director)

The Cordillera of Dreams  (France/Chile, 2019, 85 min.)

Directed by Patricio Guzmán

AWARD WINNER: William W. Warner Beautiful Swimmers Award

Winner of the Best Documentary award at the Cannes Film Festival, master filmmaker 
Patricio Guzmán’s The Cordillera of Dreams completes his trilogy (with Nostalgia for the 
Light and The Pearl Button) investigating the relationship between historical memory, 
political trauma, and geography in his native country of Chile. This film centers on the 
imposing landscape of the Andes that runs the length of the country’s eastern border. 
At once protective and isolating, magisterial and indifferent, the Cordillera serves as an 
enigmatic focal point around which Guzmán contemplates the enduring legacy of the 1973 
military coup d’état.

This film is part of a three-film retrospective along with the two earlier films in the trilogy: 
Nostalgia for the Light (p. 21) and The Pearl Button (p. 23).

Weds., March 18, 7:00 p.m. | National Geographic Society

$10 | Post-screening discussion | Reception follows

Encore Presentation | Co-presented with the AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center |  
Sat., March 21, 3:00 p.m. | AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center

$13

FEATURE FILMS

Current Sea  (USA/Cambodia/Malaysia, 2020, 87 min.)

Directed by Christopher Smith

Presented by the Reva and David Logan Foundation

This environmental thriller follows investigative journalist Matt Blomberg and ocean 
activist Paul Ferber in their dangerous efforts to create a marine conservation area 
and combat the relentless tide of illegal fishing. Along the way a new generation of 
Cambodian environmentalists are inspired to create a better life for their people.

D.C. Premiere | Sun., March 15, 7:00 p.m. | The Naval Heritage Center

$10 | Post-screening discussion with Christopher Smith (director)

Dark Waters  (USA, 2019, 126 min.)

Directed by Todd Haynes

In this feature film based on a true story, an attorney risks his career and family to 
uncover a dark secret hidden by one of the world’s largest corporations and to bring 
justice to a community dangerously exposed for decades to deadly chemicals. Corporate 
environmental defense attorney Rob Bilott (Mark Ruffalo) has just made partner at 
his prestigious Cincinnati law firm in large part due to his work defending Big Chem 
companies. He finds himself conflicted after he’s contacted by two West Virginia farmers 
who believe that the local DuPont plant is dumping toxic waste in the area landfill that is 
destroying their fields and killing their cattle. Hoping to learn the truth about just what is 
happening, Bilott, with help from his supervising partner (Tim Robbins), files a complaint that 
marks the beginning of an epic 15-year fight–one that will not only test his relationship with 
his wife, Sarah (Anne Hathaway), but also his reputation, his health, and his livelihood.

Thurs., March 19, 7:00 p.m. | The Naval Heritage Center

$10 | Post-screening discussion with Rob Bilott (litigator, advocate, and author)

Deer 139 (USA, 2019, 55 min.)  ●

Directed by Jayme Dittmar, Morgan Heim

Three women follow the 85-mile-long migration path of a scruffy, pregnant mule deer doe 
and learn to see the world differently in the process.

D.C. Premiere | Sun., March 15, 4:00 p.m. | E Street Cinema

$10
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Dinosaurs of Antarctica  (USA, 2019, 42 min.)

Directed by David Clark

Co-presented with Smithsonian Theaters
From the Permian through the Jurassic, journey to the south polar landscapes of 
Antarctica hundreds of millions of years ago. Roam the primitive forest and thick swamps 
with bizarre dinosaurs and colossal amphibians. Enter a surreal world of bug-eyed giants 
and egg-laying mammals–where survival means enduring the sunless, six-month polar 
winter surrounded by meat-eaters with night vision. Join intrepid Antarctic scientists on a 
quest to understand the ice continent’s profound transformation–and to predict the future 
as humans drive dramatic change.

D.C. Premiere | Sat., March 21, 4:00 p.m. | National Air and Space Museum

$10, reservations required

Dispatches from the Gulf 3: Ten Years after  
the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill  (USA, 2020, 56 min.)  ●

Directed by Marilyn Weiner, Hal Weiner

Co-presented with the National Museum of Natural History and the Gulf of Mexico 
Research Institute
Has the Gulf of Mexico recovered from the Deepwater Horizon oil spill? As the 10th 
anniversary of the disaster approaches, an international team of scientists–which has 
spent nearly that long studying the environmental impact on humans, wildlife, and the 
ecosystem–assesses the current state of the Gulf, but lingering questions challenge their 
ability to predict long-term impacts.

World Premiere

PRECEDED BY

The Dolphins of Barataria Bay  (USA, 2020, 13 min.)
 
Directed by Hal Weiner, Marilyn Weiner

The salt marshes and mangroves of Louisiana’s Barataria Bay are fertile nesting grounds 
and nurseries for birds and fish. Despite being hit hard by the 2010 Deepwater Horizon 
blowout, these waters teem with hundreds of species of marine animals. The bay is 
also the permanent home for 1,300 bottlenose dolphins. Unfortunately, they are still 
suffering health effects from the oil spill. A team of veterinarians, biologists, and wildlife 
epidemiologists participate in a 10-day mission to evaluate this dolphin community. Their 
goal is to discover any chronic health issues linked to oil exposure.

World Premiere | Fri., March 20, 7:00 p.m. | National Museum of Natural History

Free, Reservations required | Post-screening discussion with Hal Weiner (co-director), 
Marilyn Weiner (co-director)

FEATURE FILMS

The Dog Doc (USA, 2019, 90 min.)  ●

Directed by Cindy Meehl

Co-presented with the Avalon Theater
As a pioneer of integrative medicine, veterinarian Dr. Marty Goldstein has been called 
everything from “maverick” to “miracle worker.” Attracting four-legged patients from 
around the world, Dr. Goldstein’s practice, Smith Ridge Veterinary Center, provides holistic 
treatment for animals after other vets have given up hope. In The Dog Doc, director Cindy 
Meehl (Buck) goes behind the scenes at Smith Ridge to capture the full drama of “Dr. Marty” 
and his colleagues’ life-changing commitment to wellness and the astounding results they 
achieve. Filming over a two-and-a-half year period, Meehl’s unobtrusive camera highlights 
the vulnerability of her subjects–canine and human–while tracking each animal’s progress. 
The Dog Doc combines the touching stories of families with the hard science of integrative 
care. By casting an intimate lens over this unique world, The Dog Doc shows the healing 
powers of integrative wellness, compassion, and hope.

D.C. Premiere | Sat., March 14, 7:00 p.m. | E Street Cinema

$10 | Post-screening discussion

Encore Presentation | Sat., March 21, 1:00 p.m. | Avalon Theater

$13

Dwelling in the Fuchun Mountains (China, 2019, 152 min.)

Directed by Gu Xiaogang

Co-presented with the Freer Gallery of Art
Inspired by the eponymous landscape painting by the Yuan Dynasty master Huang 
Gongwang, Gu Xiaogang’s debut film–which was given the prestigious closing slot during 
Critics Week at last year’s Cannes Film Festival–is as ambitious as it is beautiful. Struck by 
the immense changes that development brought to both the natural environment and the 
people of his hometown of Fuyang (recently renamed Hangzhou City), Gu shot the film 
over the course of two years in order to capture the changing of the seasons in the same 
area that Huang depicts in his painting. Using gorgeously composed shots echoing the 
perspective and compositions of traditional Chinese art, it tells the story of an extended 
family adapting to and struggling with the rapid changes affecting their lives. Clarence Tsui 
raves in The Hollywood Reporter, it is “as mesmerizing and immersive as the legendary 
14th century landscape painting that inspired it….[I]t’s a vast canvas that stands up to close 
scrutiny both as a series of snapshots of its characters’ personalities and as the panorama 
of a society undergoing radical change.”

D.C. Premiere | Sun., March 15, 2:00 p.m. | Freer Gallery of Art

Free, no reservations required

Earth (Austria, 2019, 115 min.)

Directed by Nikolaus Geyrhalter

Co-presented with the Austrian Cultural Forum Washington
Several billion tons of earth are moved annually by humans–with shovels, excavators, 
or dynamite. Nikolaus Geyrhalter observes people in mines, in quarries, and at large 
construction sites, engaged in a constant struggle to take possession of the planet.

D.C. Premiere | Tues., March 17, 7:00 p.m. | The Naval Heritage Center

Free, reservations required | Post-screening discussion with Sophia Laggner (producer)

Encore Presentation | Wed., March 18, 7:00 p.m. | Embassy of Austria   

Free, reservations required | Post-screening discussion with Sophia Laggner (producer)
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Etched in Bone (Australia, 2018, 73 min.)  ●

Directed by Martin Thomas, Béatrice Bijon

Co-presented with the National Museum of Natural History
Jacob Nayinggul, an Aboriginal elder from Arnhem Land in northern Australia, knows that 
bones of his ancestors were stolen by scientists in 1948. For 60 years they were held by the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., as part of a large collection of human anatomy. 
When the Smithsonian finally agrees to repatriate the bones, Nayinggul creates a new 
form of ceremony. Wrapped in paperbark, the stolen bones—and with them the ancestors’ 
spirits—are welcomed home and put to sleep in the land where they were born.

U.S. Premiere | Sat., March 14, 4:00 p.m. | National Museum of Natural History

Free, reservations required | Post-screening discussion with Martin Thomas (co-director), 
Joshua Bell (Curator of Globalization, Director of Recovering Voices Program, and Acting 
Director of the National Anthropological Archives, National Museum of Natural History), 
and Laurie Burgess (Associate Chair of Anthropology, National Museum of Natural History)

The Falconer (USA, 2020, 75 min.)  ●

Directed by Annie Kaempfer

This intimate portrait film follows master falconer Rodney Stotts on his mission to build a 
bird sanctuary and to provide access to nature for his stressed community. The Falconer 
weaves his present-day mission with the story of his past, both of which are deeply rooted 
in issues of social and environmental injustice. Stotts's worldview in a nutshell: nature 
heals. In an oft-forgotten corner of our nation's capital, he takes the time to break through 
to those too often dismissed as "hard to reach." This is a story of second chances: for 
injured birds of prey, for an abandoned plot of land, for a group of teenagers who have 
dropped out of high school, and for the falconer himself.

Sneak Preview | Fri., March 20, 7:00 p.m. | Carnegie Institution for Science

$10 | Post-screening discussion with Annie Kaempfer (director)

Fantastic Fungi  (USA, 2019, 81 min.)

Directed by Louis Schwartzberg

This consciousness-shifting film takes us on an immersive journey through time and scale 
into the magical earth beneath our feet, which houses an underground network that can 
heal and save our planet. Through the eyes of renowned scientists and mycologists like 
Paul Stamets, best-selling authors Michael Pollan, Eugenia Bone, Andrew Weil, and others, 
we become aware of the beauty, intelligence, and solutions the fungi kingdom offers 
us in response to some of our most pressing medical, therapeutic, and environmental 
challenges.

Co-presented with the National Museum of Natural History

Sat., March 14, 7:00 p.m. | National Museum of Natural History

Free, reservations required | Post-screening discussion with Kathryn Picard (evolutionary 
biologist, National Museum of Natural History)

Encore Presentation | Co-presented with the AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center

Tues., March 17, 7:15 p.m. | AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center   

$13 

Flint  (USA/U.K., 2020, 120 min.)

Directed by Anthony Baxter

Trapped in a dystopian nightmare and lied to for years by the very officials who  
were supposed to protect them, the residents of Flint, Michigan, are victims of the  
worst man-made disaster in U.S. history. Narrated by Alec Baldwin, Flint is the 
devastating and cautionary story of what happens when a community loses all faith  
in authority, in science, and in truth itself. In a post-truth world, whom do you turn to 
when there’s no one left to trust?

U.S. Premiere | Presented by the Reva and David Logan Foundation | Sat., March 14,  
7:00 p.m. | National Geographic Society

$10 | Post-screening discussion

Encore Presentation | Co-presented with THEARC Theater, a project of Building  
Bridges Across The River (BBAR). Panel curated and supported by 11th Street Bridge Park, 
a project of BBAR

Mon., March 16, 7:00 p.m. | Town Hall Education Arts Recreation Campus (THEARC)

Free, reservations required | Post-screening discussion

Generation Green New Deal (USA, 2020, 24 min.)

Directed by Sam Eilertsen

Amidst fierce opposition, a youth-led movement fights to tackle the climate crisis and 
economic inequality. Created by a diverse group of award-winning filmmakers and 
storytellers with unparalleled behind-the-scenes access to the driving forces behind what 
many view as greatest political movement in a generation, this documentary digs deep 
into the Green New Deal, a proposed package of sweeping social and economic reforms 
aimed at tackling climate change and economic inequality in one fell swoop.

Work in Progress | Sun., March 15, 4:00 p.m. | Carnegie Institution for Science  

Free, reservations required | Post-screening discussion

The Game Changers  (USA, 2019, 85 min.)

Directed by Louie Psihoyos

The world of an Ultimate Fighting Championship competitor is turned upside down when 
a group of world-renowned athletes and scientists demonstrate that most of what he had 
been taught about protein was a lie. The Game Changers was executive produced by 
James Cameron, Arnold Schwarzenegger, and Jackie Chan.

Sat., March 14, 7:00 p.m. | The Naval Heritage Center 

$10 | Post-screening discussion
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The Great Green Wall  (U.K., 2019, 90 min.)

Directed by Jared P. Scott

Presented by the Hollomon Price Foundation
Executive Producer Fernando Meirelles (Academy Award-nominated director of City of 
God and The Constant Gardener) and Malian musician Inna Modja take us on an epic 
journey along Africa’s Great Green Wall–an ambitious vision to grow an 8,000-kilometer 
“wall” of trees stretching across the entire continent to fight back against climate change.

D.C. Premiere | Sat., March 14, 7:00 p.m. | Carnegie Institution for Science

Free, reservations required | Post-screening discussion with Jared P. Scott (director)

Haida Modern: The Art and Activism  
of Robert Davidson   (Canada, 2019, 79 min.)

Directed by Charles Wilkinson

Indigenous artist Robert Davidson has become one of the foremost modern artists and 
cultural activists of the age. In this film, the artist plus art historians, politicians, rock stars, 
and family members reveal how Robert carved the first totem pole raised in 100 years, 
sparking a revival of coastal Indigenous culture. We’ll see people from California to Alaska 
wearing the art on their backs, their homes, and their skins. The film also shows how non-
indigenous citizens are flocking to political rallies led by Indigenous activists fighting the 
crucial battles of our time. That is the power of Davidson’s 14,000-year-old Haida culture, 
a culture that just might give Western culture a much needed rethink.

D.C. Premiere | Fri., March 13, 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. | Eaton DC

Free, reservations required

The Hidden Kingdoms of China  (U.K., 2020, 88 min.)  ●

Directed by Patrick Morris, Ben Wallis, Emma Fraser, Jess Tombs

Co-presented with the Avalon Theater
China is the world’s most populated country with more than 1.4 billion people inhabiting 
its vast and extreme wild lands alongside creatures seen nowhere else in the world. 
Some of its secrets are still undiscovered…until now. Hosted by BAFTA Award-nominated 
actress Michelle Yeoh (Crazy Rich Asians, Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon and Star Trek: 
Discovery), National Geographic’s The Hidden Kingdoms of China highlights the nation’s 
beauty and grandeur, from the highest of mountains and plateaus to its thickest jungles 
and bamboo forests. With unparalleled access, the epic natural history special introduces 
viewers to the real-life drama surrounding the snub-nosed monkey, Tibetan fox, snow 
leopard, and a kaleidoscope of jungle creatures and reveals never-before-seen behavior 
from the nation’s most iconic animal–the giant panda.

World Premiere | Sat., March 21, 10:00 a.m. | Avalon Theater

$13

Honeyland (Republic of Macedonia, 2019, 90 min.)  ●

Directed by Ljubomir Stefanov, Tamara Kotevska

Co-presented with the AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center
Nestled in an isolated mountain region deep within the Balkans, Hatidze Muratova lives 
with her ailing mother in a village without roads, electricity, or running water. She’s the 
last in a long line of wild beekeepers, eking out a living farming honey in small batches 
to be sold in the closest city–a mere four hours’ walk away. Hatidze’s peaceful existence 
is thrown into upheaval by the arrival of an itinerant family, with their roaring engines, 
seven rambunctious children, and herd of cattle. Hatidze optimistically meets the promise 
of change with an open heart, but it doesn’t take long before a conflict evolves that 
exposes the fundamental tensions between nature and humanity, harmony and discord, 
exploitation and sustainability.

Wed., March 18, 7:15 p.m. | AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center

$13

The Hottest August (Canada, 2019, 95 min.)  ●

Directed by Brett Story

This complex portrait of a city and its inhabitants gives us a window into the collective 
consciousness of the present. The film’s point of departure is one city over one month: 
New York City, including its outer boroughs, during August 2017. It’s a month heavy 
with the tension of a new president, growing anxiety over everything from rising rents 
to marching white nationalists, and unrelenting news of either wildfires or hurricanes 
on every coast. The film pivots on the question of futurity: what does the future look 
like from where we are standing? And what if we are not all standing in the same 
place? The Hottest August offers a mirror onto a society on the verge of catastrophe, 
registering the anxieties, distractions, and survival strategies that preoccupy ordinary 
lives.

D.C. Premiere | Co-presented with the National Gallery of Art | Sun., March 15, 4:00 p.m. | 
National Gallery of Art

Free, no reservations required | Post-screening discussion with Brett Story (director)

Encore Presentation | Co-presented with the AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center

Thurs., March 19, 7:15 p.m. | AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center

$13   
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Inland Sea (Minatomachi) (Japan, 2018, 122 min.)  ●

Directed by Kazuhiro Soda

Co-presented with the Japan Information and Culture Center and the Embassy of Japan
In Ushimado, a small village in Seto Inland Sea, Japan, Wai-chan, at the age of 86, still fishes 
alone on a small boat to make his living, dreaming about retirement. Kumi-san is an 84-year-
old villager who wanders around the shore everyday. She believes a social welfare facility 
“stole” her disabled son to receive subsidy from the government. A “late-stage elderly” 
Koso-san runs a small seafood store left by her deceased husband. She sells fish to local 
villagers and provides leftovers to stray cats. Forsaken by the era of modernization of post-
war Japan, Ushimado is rapidly aging and declining. This observational, black-and-white 
documentary by Kazuhiro Soda (Campaign, Mental, Oyster Factory) poetically depicts the 
twilight days of a village and its people by the dreamlike Inland Sea.

D.C. Premiere | Fri., March 13, 6:30 p.m. | Japan Information and Culture Center, 
Embassy of Japan

Free, reservations required

Jane Goodall: The Hope (USA, 2020, 88 min.)  ●

Directed by Elizabeth Leiter, Kim Woodard

CLOSING NIGHT: Presented by the Reva and David Logan Foundation

Jane Goodall: The Hope celebrates the vast legacy of Dr. Jane Goodall’s four decades of 
advocacy work for chimpanzees and depicts the next chapter for generations to come. 
Picking up where National Geographic Documentary Films’ 2017 award-winning Jane left 
off, the special follows Dr. Goodall throughout her robust travels, capturing her relentless 
commitment and determination to spread a message of hope. The film offers an intimate 
perspective of Dr. Goodall’s pivotal transformation from scientist to inspirational activist and 
shows the harrowing obstacles she has faced throughout her remarkable career. Featuring 
an extensive collection of photographs and footage that spans over seven decades, the 
documentary illustrates how Dr. Goodall’s passion for wildlife and unshakable drive have 
persevered, making her one of the most important figures in wildlife conservation and 
galvanizing a future generation to create lasting change.

World Premiere | Sat., March 21, 7:00 p.m. | National Geographic Society

$35 | Post-screening discussion | Closing Night party follows–VR available

Kifaru (USA, 2019, 81 min.)

Directed by David Hambridge

Presented by the Reva and David Logan Foundation
The negligent actions of mankind have become the responsibility of a small rhino-caretaker 
unit at Ol Pejeta Conservancy in Kenya. Follow the extinction of a species through the eyes 
of two young Kenyan rangers who have knowingly taken on the hopeless mission of caring 
for the world’s last male northern white rhino, Sudan, and the unwavering commitment they 
make to provide care, comfort, and compassion for a creature living on borrowed time. With 
exclusive access to the subject matter, director David Hambridge delivers a never-before-
seen glimpse into one of the most discussed global headlines in recent years. Kifaru invites 
the viewers to feel the impact of extinction as the characters experience the loss of the 
species they’ve devoted their lives to, while providing hope that unprecedented scientific 
methods can bring the species back from the brink of extinction.

D.C. Premiere | Fri., March 20, 7:00 p.m. | National Geographic Society

$10 | Post-screening discussion with David Hambridge (director)

FEATURE FILMS

Last Call For The Bayou  (USA, 2019, 53 min.)

Directed by Dominic Gill

Presented by Restore the Mississippi River Delta
Louisiana’s Delta is a veritable bounty of rich estuarine life, supporting a robust commercial 
fishing industry, fertile oil fields, millions of migrating waterfowl, and at the heart of it all, 
the mighty Mississippi–a navigation channel that allows the passage of goods worldwide. 
It is not an overstatement to say that it is the cradle of the U.S. economy. For this reason, 
the erosion of Louisiana’s wetlands is one of the greatest environmental threats the 
United States faces today. Every hour a chunk the size of a football field is lost. Each year 
25 square miles of land is gone forever, and without a mitigation strategy, the marine 
economy, the oil and gas industry, and even the citizens of New Orleans will be seeking 
refuge elsewhere in 30 years or so.

D.C. Premiere | Sat., March 14, 4:00 p.m. | E Street Cinema

$10 | Post-screening discussion with Dominic Gill (director), Nadia Gill (producer), Natalie 
Peyronnin Snider (Senior Director of Coastal Resilience, The Environmental Defense Fund)

Last Wild Places  (USA, 2020, 60 min.)

Executive produced by Vanessa Serrao

Through stunning National Geographic imagery and intimate character studies, Last 
Wild Places brings you hopeful stories of conservation from around the world. In Malawi, 
Montana, Mozambique, and Argentina ambitious rewilding and landscape restoration efforts 
spur the revival of both the ecosystem and local culture. This film showcases the spectacular 
places and inspiring people at the heart of large-landscape conservation in the 21st century.

World Premiere | Tues., March 17, 7:00 p.m. | National Geographic Society

$10 | Post-screening discussion with Vanessa Serrao (executive producer)

Ligo (USA, 2019, 84 min.)

Directed by Les Guthman

The thrilling inside story of National Geographic’s top “Discovery of the Decade,” the 
discovery of gravitational waves from deep space, which opened up the 95% of the 
universe that has been dark to our existing observatories and space telescopes. It’s 
the violent “warped side” of the universe predicted by Einstein–colliding black holes 
and crashing neutron stars–but never seen before. A thousand rebel scientists around 
the world risked their careers on a 50-year, $1 billion search. The discovery earned the 
documentary’s three principal characters (including Kip Thorne, executive producer of 
Interstellar), the 2017 Nobel Prize in Physics.  

U.S. Premiere | Mon., March 16, 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. | Eaton DC

Free, reservations required
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Mossville: When Great Trees Fall  (USA, 2019, 76 min.)

Directed by Alexander Glustrom

Mossville, Louisiana, is a shadow of its former self–a community rich in natural resources 
and history, founded by formerly enslaved people and free people of color–where 
neighbors lived in harmony, insulated from the horrors of Jim Crow. Today, 14 petrochemical 
plants surround Mossville, and it is the future site of a new plant being built by South African 
chemical company Sasol. The community struggles to let go of its ancestral home. At the 
center of the conflict is a man named Stacey Ryan, who has lost much of his family to cancer 
and has seen the neighborhood he grew up in demolished to make way for Sasol’s new 
multibillion dollar project. He views these changes from his parent’s home, a FEMA trailer 
smack in the middle of where the new Sasol facility is being built–and he refuses to leave. 
Stacey struggles as his power, water, and sewage are all cut off, and his health continues to 
decline from ongoing chemical exposure. As Sasol encroaches on citizens’ property with 
buyout offers, Stacey and other community members have to decide whether to exist in a 
chemical war zone or abandon land that has been in their families for generations.

D.C. Premiere | Mon., March 16, 7:00 p.m. | The Naval Heritage Center

$10 | Post-screening discussion

Encore Presentation | Co-presented with Georgetown University’s Environmental Studies 
and Film & Media Studies Program

Thurs., March 19, 7:00 p.m. | Georgetown University

Free, reservations required | Post-screening discusion

Museum Town  (USA, 2019, 75 min.)  ●

Directed by Jennifer Trainer

Co-presented with the National Gallery of Art
In 2017, MASS MoCA became the largest museum for contemporary art in the world–
but just three decades before, its vast brick buildings were the abandoned relics of a 
massive shuttered factory. How did such a wildly improbable transformation come to be? 
A testament to tenacity and imagination, Jennifer Trainer’s documentary Museum Town 
traces the remarkable story of how a small rural Massachusetts town went from economic 
collapse to art mecca. Threaded with interviews of a diverse cast–a tattooed curator, a 
fabricator, a former factory worker, and shopkeepers–the film also looks at the artistic 
process itself, tracking the work and ideas of celebrated artist Nick Cave as he creates 
“Until,” his groundbreaking installation at MASS MoCA. With appearances by artists 
ranging from James Turrell to David Byrne, narration by Meryl Streep, and a soundtrack 
from John Stirratt of Wilco, Museum Town captures the meeting of small-town USA 
and the global art world as it tells a tale that is, like any great artwork, soulful, thought-
provoking, and unforgettable.

D.C. Premiere | Sat., March 21, 2:00 p.m. | National Gallery of Art

Free, no reservations required | Post-screening discussion with Jennifer Trainer (director)

Nomad: In the Footsteps of Bruce Chatwin 
(U.K., 2019, 85 min.)

Directed by Werner Herzog

Co-presented with National Archives
When Bruce Chatwin was dying of AIDS, his friend Werner Herzog made a final visit. As a 
parting gift, Chatwin gave Herzog his rucksack. Thirty years later, Herzog sets out on his 
own journey, inspired by Chatwin’s passion for the nomadic life.

D.C. Premiere | Wed., March 18, 7:00 p.m. | National Archives

Registration recommended, but not required | Post-screening discussion

Nómadas (Nomads)  (Mexico, 2020, 81 min.)

Directed by Emiliano Ruprah

Co-presented with the Center for Environmental Filmmaking at American University,  
the Embassy of Mexico, and the Mexican Cultural Institute
Follow some of the world’s most charismatic animals as they travel to and from Mexico 
across the span of a year. Using unprecedented access to some of the country’s most 
protected sights, the film explores the relationship between family members as they 
battle to survive. Mixing moments of exquisite intimacy with fast-paced action sequences, 
Nomads captures the epic scope of Mexico’s wildlife while it seeks to explain one of the 
most important themes of our era: migration.

World Premiere | Mon., March 16, 7:00 p.m. | American University–Center for 
Environmental Filmmaking

Free, reservations required | Post-screening discussion with Emiliano Ruprah (director)

Nostalgia for the Light   (France/Chile, 2010, 90 min.)

Directed by Patricio Guzmán

Co-presented with the AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center
This documentary examines two different searches conducted in the Chilean Atacama 
Desert: one by astronomers looking for answers about the history of the cosmos and one 
by women looking for the remains of loved ones killed by Augusto Pinochet’s regime.

This film is part of a three-film retrospective, along with the two later works in the trilogy: 
The Pearl Button (p. 23) and The Cordillera of Dreams (p. 10).

Sat., March 14, 3:00 p.m. | AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center

$13


